CHAPTER VI

THE DATA OF SOCIOLOGY1

THE leading distinction between modem and
ancient philosophy is that the former proceeds from
facts while the latter proceeded from assumptions.
Every science is at the same time a philosophy.
The greater part of all that is valuable in any science
is the result of reasoning from facts. What would
geology be, if all we know was the bare facts that
the rocks present? The history of the world as
geologists now understand it is all deduced from a
state of things that is now fixed or stationary. It
is true that similar movements are now taking place,
or may be artificially caused to take place, from
which past movements may be inferred, but they are
none the less inferred. The geological period prac-
tically closed when the human period began, so that
no record is possible. Yet who shall say that we do
not know all that we claim to know about the earth's
history? The evidence, though all circumstantial,
is absolutely irresistible as to the main points on
which all geologists agree. Yet it is all inference,

1 American Journal of Sociology, Vol. I., No. 0, Chicago, May,
1898, pp. 738-752.
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